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THE FUTURE OF CITY PLANNING 


What is the future of city planning? This 
question has been asked often of late. There are 
over 1,000 municipal planning commissions in the U. 
S. very few of which have been actively engaged in 
planning work. Many cities in carrying out mis- 
taken policies of economy, slashed the budgets of 
planning departments because they thought these 
agencies were desirable but not necessary. The va- 
rious work programs have proved the folly of such 
curtailment because those communities with planned 
programs and active planning agencies received the 
real benefits of the various public works programs. 

Increased interest in planning has resulted 
from the various work programs and because munici- 
pal administrators now realize that an adequately 
staffed planning department is necessary to provide 
suitable administration for the community and ob- 
tain the best results from moneys spent. Reports 
have come to us of inactive planning departments 
Wishing to reorganize, or cities organizing plan- 
ning departments for the first time and of activity 
on the part of hitherto inactive boards. 

During the past two years there has been much 
activity in the state planning field, resulting 
from the stimulus given by the National Resources 
Committee. There have been several state and re- 
gional meetings and the Society last December held 
a highly successful conference in Chicago on the 
problems of state planning administration. Because 
many persons expressed satisfaction with the Decem- 
ber conference and asked for a similar conference 
dealing with city planning matters, and because of 
the new interest being shown in city planning, the 
Board of Directors of ASPO at the annual meeting 
held in Richmond decided to hold another conference 
Some time this fall dealing with the problems of 
city planning, particularly those of organization, 
work programs, relationship to city government and 
city departments, usefulness, etc. 

He would like the comments of our members on 
the desirability of such a meeting and we would 


like to have you su ub je h houl 


uggest subjects which should b¢ 
discussed. There will be few, sf any, papers, and 


most of the time will be devoted fo discussion, 











COUNTY ZONING IN THE CHICAGO REGION 
By Howard R. Olson 
Chicago Regional Planning Association 





The first county zoning ordinance in Illinois, 
and one of the few urban-type county ordinances in 
the midwest, was adopted by the DuPage County Board 
of Supervisors in December, 1935 and published in 
March, 1936. Authority to zone unincorporated ru- 
ral land was granted by the state legislature in 
June of the same year. 

The bill, patterned after the Illinois city 
zoning act, was prepared under the direction of the 
Chicago Regional Planning Association. 

DuPage is a residential county in the Chicago 
Region, beginning 15 miles directly west of the 
loop. It is 18 miles square and contains 18 muni- 
cipalities, 12 of them zoned. Its population in 
1930 was 92,000. 

The ordinance provides for four districts: 
residential (single and two family homes at one- 
sixth acre per family), farming, business and re- 
stricted industrial. 

A uniform, minimum building setback line of 60 
feet, measured from the centerline, is required on 
all ordinary roads and streets (usually 66 to 100 
feet wide), while 110 feet is required on the sev- 
eral 200 foot highways in the county. An unpaid 
zoning board of appeals of five citizens is pro- 
vided to handle, among other duties, cases of spe- 
cial hardship and requests for variations under 
this and other sections of the ordinance. 

An innovation is being attempted under the or- 
dinance, based on the authority of the act to pro- 
vide for safety and to lessen or avoid congestion 
in the public streets or highways. This requires 
all uses causing vehicles of transportation to be 
parked for one hour or longer to provide and main- 
tain space for such parking onthe premises. Dance 
halls, taverns, commercially operated swimming 
pools, industries were the uses especially in mind. 

Will County (Joliet, Illinois), also in the 
Chicago Region,has created a zoning commission and 
is at work on an ordinance. Joliet, a city of 
43,000 has 27,000 more people living on unincor- 
porated land just beyond the city limits. 











WASHINGTON AFTER THE RICHMOND CONFERENCE 


The very serious people in the above photo- 
graph are: (reading from left to right) Genevieve 
Vondracek, ASPO staff; S.R. DeBoer, Denver, Colo.; 
MacDonald Salter, ASPO staff; L. D. Tilton, Santa 
Barbara, Calif.(the photographer); Mary Dougherty, 
Robert Rendall, Gabriel Harman and Harold Merrill, 
all of NRC. (All members of ASPO) 

We do not know why they met in the NRC office 
in Washington but we believe the photograph is 
worth reproduction (for historical purposes). 


ASPO AT JOINT PLANNING CONFERENCE 


Two hundred and twenty-three persons (not 
counting wives) rezistered at the Joint Planning 
Conference held in Richmond, Virginia last month. 
Of this number, which of course included a number 
of Richmond residents, 124 were members of ASPO. 


TO PLAN OR NOT TO PLAN—THAT IS THE QUESTION 


In the city of Detroit, the Common Council 
acting upon recommendation from the City Plan Com- 
mission refused to grant permission for the con- 
struction of a proposed bus terminal in the heart 
of the Loop. The proposed terminal was to be located 
on Monroe Avenue west of Woodward Avenue. The City 
Plan Commission cited a number of reasons for its 
disapproval, among them being the interference with 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic, the interference 
with streetcar movements because of the turning ra- 
dius of the buses, the congestion which would be 
caused by having buses, most of which came from the 
east, cross the busiest intersection in the commu- 
nity - Woodward and Michigan avenues - toreach the 
terminal on the west side of Woodward Avenue, the 
fect that bus passengers by and large were not in- 
terested in shopping in the domtown stores, etc. 

The Chicago Tribune of June 5, 1936 carried 
a story saying that a new Loop union bus termi- 
mal would be constructed at 14-20 East Randolph St. 
directly across the street from Marshall Field and 
Co. (The matter was not referred to the Chicago 
Plan Commission for its opinion.) 
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ASPO COOPERATES 


ASPO information and inquiry service has been 
very extensive. We recently had an opportunity of 
assisting in the gathering of data for an outside 
organization. We believe that the nature of this 
service will be of interest to our members. 

In the building occupied by ASPO, there is al- 
so located EDITORIAL RESEARCH REPORTS which provides 
information for newspapers throughout the United 
States. We have had occasion to furnish consider. 
able data on parking lots in this country. But 
more recently an inquiry was received asking EDITO- 
RIAL RESEARCH REPORTS if it had information regard- 
ing the sale of beer at public golf courses. 1 
cooperate with this organization, ASPO sent 13 tele- 
grams to members in as many cities throughout the 
U.S. We received responses advising that in 6 
cities no sale was permitted and in 5 cities sale 
at public golf courses was permitted and that in 
one city sale in public parks was permitted. 


COUNTY PLANNING INSPECTION TOUR 


Clackamas County, Oregon, has done planning 
of such interest that Governor Charles H. Martin 
of Oregon, together with 150 other persons, made a 
tour of the County for the purposeof examining the 
planned projects, cost $2,600,000. 


COUNTY PLANNING IN MISSOURI 


In a letter to this office, William Anderson, 
assistant engineer of the Missouri State Planning 
Board, reports that there exist in that State at 
the present time,thirty-—two county planning boards, 
of which thirty have been established since Janu- 7 
ary, 1955. ' 

The Missouri State Planning Board, Mr. Ander- 
son states further, is preparing detailed plans for 
five counties in Missouri. Im each of these cou 
ties there is a county planning board which is be- 
coming more and more active because of the stim- 
Jation given by the State Planning Board in th 
preparation of its plan. 


NEW TENNESSEE REGIONS 


The Tennessee State Planning Commission, ats 
recent meeting, voted to establish additional re- 
gional planning commissions in Shelby County in tk 
area surrounding the city of Knoxville and in th & 
13 counties in northwest Tennessee. 


PERSONALS 


Ormond R. Bean (ASPO), Member of the Washing- 
ton State Planning Council and City Commissioner) 
of the city of Portland, has just been renominated § 
by a majority of all the votes cast, which means 
that he will have no opposition in the November 
election. 





MacDonald Salter, ASPO apprentice, has joined 
the Tennessee State Planning Commission staff. 
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From Apa ” Prana BULLETIN” OF THE 
New Enocanp Reciona 1m Comers on 


229 PLANNING COMMISSIONS IN NEW ENGLAND 


The April issue of the "New England Planning 
Bulletin" states that the first official planning 
board was organized in Hartford, Connecticut in 
1907, followed by a planning board in Salem, Massa- 
chusetts in 1912, and thit there are at the present 
time 229 planning boards in existence throughout 
New England. 


ZONING AND LAND USE STUDIES IN MILWAUKEE 


SAINT LOUIS RESTRICTS ADVERTISING 


"St. Louis is enforcing a new ordinance relat- 
ing to signboards, billboirds and other temporary 
or permanent advertising structures. No such ad- 
vertisements are hereafter to be placed or erected 
in the areas around certain municipal buildings, 
parks, memorials, or residential areas. The only 
Signs which may hereafter be erected in the re- 
stricted zones are advertisements referring toa 
business being conducted on the premises, provided 
that such signs have been xpproved by the Building 
Commissioner and the Municipal Art Commissioner..." 
(From "The United States Municipal News."”) 


FUTURE GENERATIONS PAY FOR OUR ERRORS 


In a recent radio address, Abel Wolman,Chair- 
man, Maryland Stute Planning Commission, said: 

"During the last ten years the State of Mary- 
land and its subsidiary units have spent on con- 
struction and maintenance of public works alone, 
$356,000,000. . . 

"The life of bonds issued was at times many 
years in excess of the life of the improvement. 
Bonds for dirt roads were issued on occasion for 
as much as 50 years when the lifeof the road built 
by the proceeds of the bond could not possibly ex- 
ceed 5 years. A volume could be written on the in- 
adequacies of local control and local statutes in 
the realm of financing in Maryland as in most other 
states. The corrective measure suggested by the 
Commission has not yet been accepted by the Legis- 
lature." 


CHICOPEE PLANNING BOARD APPOINTED 


The new planning board of Chicopee, Massachu- 
setts has been approved by the Chicopee board of 
aldermen. 

The Board voted to cooperate with other Con- 
necticut Valley towns to obtain flood reservoirs 
in the upper regions of the river. 














In a recent study prepared by Charles B. Bennett for the 
kee, Wisconsin, the following comparison between zoned occupied and vacant property was shown. 






City Planning Department of Milwau- 





Number 
of lots 
occupied 


District 





Total 
lots 


Percentage 
occupvied 


Percentage 
vacant 











B Residence 2,242 595 
C Residence 29,755 1,161 
D Residence 54,622 21,1352 
Local Business 14,529 5,805 
Light Mfg. 5,913 1,243 


Totals 86,861 29,934 














2,837 79.03% 20.97% 
30,916 96.24% 3.76% 
55,754 62.10% 37.90% 
20,132 71.18% 28.82% 

7,156 82.63% 17.37% 








116,795 74.37% 25.63% 




















MA ] S S O U R ] POPULATION DECREASE FORECAST IN ENGLAND 
The recent issue of "Planning" (Political and 
P I A N N I N G Economic Planning) published in Grext Britain, con- of 
tains a number of estimates for the future popula- th 


D | G E S i ¥ tion of England and Wales. The estimated mid-year fi 
population for 1955 was 40,645,000. Anumber of very er: 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THe hy w'ssoue STATE PLANNING BOARD careful estimates for 1940-41 give totals ranging sil 
between 39,870,000 and 41,448,000. The most widely gat 
guoted forecast shows a decline. The reasons for hov 
The "Missouri Planning Digest" (masthead re- the population decline are cited in "Planning" ze! 
produced above) made its first azypearance last showing conditions similar to those in America. act 
month. "It will be edited and published by the Quoting from this issue: "On housing, also, anc 
Planning Board staff under the supervision of the the repercussions will be terrific. How many people te! 
two Consultants and with the general approval of realise that the number of houses built in England Cou 
the Board, although it will be impossible for the and Wales since 1931 has been about half as great pre 
Board to review and approve each edition in ad- again as the increase of persons and nearly twice wol 
vance." as great as the increase of families? After ar- 
rears are made up, the annual rate of house build- 
TEXAS ACTIVITIES ing needed to keep pace with the future increase 
of families will be very much less." : 
E. A. Wood, Director of the Texas Planning Boe 
Board, in an address May 12, 1936 before the Texas NEW YORK'S WEST SIDE TO BE REZONED Der 
State Federation of Labor, reported on the progress ple 
of state planning. The following program has been The West Side Association of Commerce has pre- goc 
adopted by the Board: sented a plan embracing 146 blocks onthe West Side I 
(a) Improvement of the public health of Texas of Manhattan to the President of thet Borough. mar 
Owners representing 1,384 parcels of property lov 
f a sound land-use policy and in the district have signed petitions approving B age 
ther utilization of farm and ranch products. the plan which calls for an increase of 22% over ple 
" Preparation of a forestry program and the the present 6% in land set aside for residential 
utilization of forestry products. use in the area. Business and retail zones will 
study of the mining laws and suggested be increased under the plan; the amount of unre- con 
tions to bring about a more intensive use stricted land will be reduced. cer 
minerals. Rezoning was suggested by former Governor wee 
Conservation and utilization of the Smith in 1931; his suggestion resulted in a two- bor 
face and underground water resources. year survey by the Regional Plan Association and age 
ovement of transportation facilities the Architects' Emergency Committee. 
ing industrial opportunities. The consent of more than 50% of the property mur 
f present public educational system owners involved was obtained in order that the pro — pri 
ed chan me posal might be presented to the Board of Estimates. B wee 
mment and social aspects and gre 
WORKS PROGRAM EMPLOYMENT 


oF Ptnaons TwRoueH FesruaRY 29. 1936 


TOWN PLANNING IN NEW ZEALAND 














We have just received a report of the activi- Yy Y Ple 
of the Town Planning Institute of New Zealand, Yy car 
ared by Ae R. Galbraith (ASPO), its President. Lt Wy | "Be 
ite nas 200 members made up of pro- : 
udents and anhonorary group composed Uoii/) yy WoL 
zens and representatives "of public Uy ff, anc 
ial firms, manufacturers ... “bys y ; but 
government of New Zealand has i i : Yl, AY a | | s 6cit 
interest in town planning. Its UG 
expressed by the Minister for In- Yyy YW wit 
he Hon. W.E. Parry, who, in 4 re- Uy YY » den 
We look upon town-planning  pjyyuyyfef YY = nar 
one of those matters which is aimed at 4 V1? tre 
healthier and better conditions for our ees ; 
a whole. Whilst we cannot accomplish the 
ideal song a dey, nevertheless, by careful and judi- 
cial plenning we cen do much to improve the condi- | 
tions of our towmms so that our people are able to ; nO a a a pas 
enjoy healthy and happy surroundings." 1936 26, 


Works Progress Adminatrotes tid 
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COUNTY PLANNING IN FLORIDA 


Volume one, Number one of "Works and Workers 
of the Florida W.P.A." says: "Each Florida county 
throush its planning council, literally and speci- 
fically chose the activities which were to be op- 
erated under its jurisdiction. Originally, respon- 
sibility for the selection of projects was dele- 
gated to the State Administration. . . In Florida, 
however, the Administrator offered to local citi- 
zens in each county the opportunity to name those 
activities which were’ considered most important 
and desirable . . . Exefcising good judgment, in- 
telligence and common sense, the County Planning 
Councils have made their selections after giving 
proper consideration to the type and number of 
workers available in each community." 


UNIQUE SUGGESTION FOR COUNTY ZONING 


In the leaflet of the Utah State Planning 
Board entitled "Noxious Weeds and Insects", S. R. 
DeBoer makes the following statement: "In many 


places overgrazing h:.s caused the disappearance of 
good forage plants and weeds have replaced then. 
Annual weeds usually appear first. They produce 
many seeds and spread rapidly. These weeds have 
low forage value but furnish vegetative protection 
against erosion. Some, however, serve as host 
plants for the insect pests which destroy crops." 
This is followed by the recommendation: 


"That county zoning ordinances grant to the 











counties the power to enter private farms, under 
certain regulations, for the sake of destroying 
weeds and snsect pests which threaten whole neigh~ 
borhoods, the pests to be determined bya state 
agency.” 


ttention is called to the fact that many com- 
munities already exercise the right to enter upon 
private property for the purpose of destroying 
weeds. It would seem that no further or special 
grant of authority is needed in many states. 


HARVARD'S PLANNING SCHOOL CLOSES 


Discontinuation of Harvard's School of City 
Planning and of courses in regional planning, be- 
cause of insufficient funds was announced in the 
"Boston Traveler" of June third. 

It was announced in February that the School 
would be grouped with the schools of architecture 
and landscape architecture in a school of design, 
but separate instruction was still to be givenin 
city planning. 

Members of the planning profession will learn 
with regret, in view of the constantly increasing 
demands made upon the profession, that lack of fi- 
nancial support has reduced the facilities for 
training the planners of the country. 


MISSISSIPPL PLANNING BOARD APPROVED 


The Mississippi State Planning Board Bill was 
passed by the legislature of that state on March 
26, 1936 and approved by Governor White. 








CONFERENCES 


The Third World Power Conference,Washing- 
ton, D.C., September 7-12. Harold L. Ickes is 
Chairman; B.P. Adams, Interior Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C. is Director of Information. 


The Middle West Regional Meeting of the Na- 
tional Association of Housing Officials, June 
16th, Judson Court, University of Chicago. 











NS AVAILABL | 
digiled Only Upon Request 


THE PLANNING OF THE TOWN OF NORRIS. Tracy B. Augur. 
Reprinted from "The 4merican Architect" for April 
1936. pp.19-27. (A very nicely presented and il- 
lustrated article on the Town of Norris in the Ten- 
nessee Valley.) 


THE ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY IN FLORIDA. John W. Wil- 
son, University of Florida and Florida State Plan- 
ning Board. Engineering Experiment Station, Bul- 
letin No. 2. University of Florida, Gainesville, 
Florida. April 1936. T7Opp.tables,charts,map. 


ASPO MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE 


The table, "Planning and Zoning Enabling Leg- 
islation in the United States", which was included 
as a supplement in the May News Letter, was tenta- 
tive only. We will appreciate being advised if 
any errors or inconsistencies are noted so that 
corrections may be made in the final draft. 


COUNTY ZONING IN MICHIGAN 


The County Zoning Act adopted by the last leg- 
islature in Michigan provides, among other things: 
"This act shall not become operative until a ma- 
jority of the electors voting at any regular or 
special election duly called shall vote in favor 
of it and shall so express themselves by ballot, 
upon the operation or non-operation of this act 
within their county. . ." 

The counties of Delta and Menominee have by 
referendum decided to take advantage of the act. 





Nimans 28 7. de 

Robert Whitten,Director and Consultant of 
the New York State Planning Council,died in Al- 
bany on June 6th. Mr. Whitten, long associated 
with the planning movement in the United States, 
made an outstanding contribution in his chosen 
field. He was consultant to the cities of New 
York, Boston and Cleveland, a former president 
of the American City Planning Institute,and the 
author of a number of volumes on planning. 

Mr. Whitten, for years a familiar figure 
at gatherings of the planning profession, will 
be greatly missed by his many friends. 
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WASHINGTON NEWS LETTER 
Richard E. Saunders, Correspondent 


New Program: Senate changes in the new relief pro- 
gram assure a continuation of public works; at 
least some kind of a continuation. The idea is to 
use the PWA revolving fund for grants. Eventually, 
of course, a revolving fund will revolve itself 
out of existence by this method. 


How It Will Work: Specifically, the bill as it 
now stands and as it probably will be enacted does 
this: it permits the Public Works Administrator 
to use up to $250 million of the money that he can 
obtain from the sale of bonds previously acquired 
to make grants up to 45% for additional projects. 
The PWA now has on hand $50 million in cash. The 
bill permits this to be used too so that the total 
amount available will be $300 million. 





Dreams Come True: What seems to be too good to be 
true 1s that the PWA is apparently destined to 
have the straightest sailing it has ever had — 
will not be slowed down by a lot of drags; will 
not be tied to the wharf. But there is some con- 
cern that the President may decide all projects 
should clear through Hopkins so that he may certi- 
fy as to whether or not there is a sufficient a- 
mount of unemployed labor in each locality in- 
volved to make the work advisable. 





Public Works by Auctson: There is still another 
reason why brows are clouded over at the PWA. It 
is due to the apprehension that the Administration 
may decide to do a little bargaining with communi- 
ties in carrying out the new PWA program. It has 
been intimated that the President is inclined to 
favor a policy of giving preference to applicants 
offering the best terms to the Government. 





Rules and Regulations: Since the enactment of the 
new Public Works program is practically assured, 
the next matter of importance concerns the admin- 
istrative rules and regulations. Some of the act- 
ual mechanics of the thing are being indicated. 
It is fairly clear, for instance, that projects 
where the total cost does not exceed $100 thousand 
will be favored over the more expensive ones. The 
PWA policy has always been to permit the locali- 
ties to decide the work that they would rather do. 





Flood Control Without Morey: Two new flood con- 
trol bills have been passed by both the House and 





Senate and have been agreed upon in conference. 
Neither one means very much for the time being, 
since by instructions from the White House, they 
have been shorn of appropriations. All they do is 
to authorize appropriations to be made sometime in 
the future. One deals entirely with the lower 
Mississippi Valley; carries an authorization of 
$272 millions for carrying along the program on 
the main stem of the Mississippi. The other is an 
omnibus measure authorizing $310 millions to be 
spent on specified projects throughout the country. 
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Recognition of Responsibility: Heretofore, the 
Federal view has been that only God and the local- 
ities concerned are responsible for floods occur- 
ring elsewhere than in the lower Mississippi. In 
this respect alone the new bill is important. For 
the first time it is recognized that flood control 
on navigable rivers and their tributaries, as well 
as in their water-shed areas, is a proper function 
of the Federal government in cooperation with the 
state and local governments. The bill commits the 
Federal government toward participation in improve- 
ment works where the benefits exceed the costs and 
where the lives and the security of people are in 
danger. (This is the omnibus bill, of course.) 
The local governments must provide the necessary 
lands and rights of way and assume all damage 
claims. No project will be undertaken that has 
not been approved by the Corps of Engineers or the 
Army and is not mentioned in the list included in 
the bill. 





On Again Off Again: 


An attempt by the Senate spa- 
sors ol the 


flood bill to hook the National Plan- 
ning Board bill on asa rider, was promptly 
squelched. In voting the final passage of the 
measure, the Senate detached this proviso and sent 
it back to its Public Lands Committee for further 
study. 


New Relief Bill: In addition to the Public Wars f 
Amendment, the relief bill was changed in other re- 
spects in the Senate. For one thing, the Senate 
placed the President in direct charge of the ex- 
penditure of the new relief fund. The measure as 
approved by the House placed the WPA in control. 
One explanation for this Senate modification is 
that a recent lower court decision makes it doubt- f 
ful that the Supreme Court will approve the broaé 
delegation of powers under the new act. This was 
a decision by the District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals sustaining an injunction against the Tug- 
well Resettlement Project at Bound Brook, New Jer- 
sey — one of the "Green Belt" projects. In th 
course of its ruling on the case, the Court was 
quite critical of the delegation of power under 
the Relief act of 1935 and of the expenditure of § 
funds by agencies not created by statute. The 
theory is that by making the President directly 
responsible and not turning the money over to @ 
gencies created by executive orders, Congress cal § 
avoid this deficiency in respect to the new bill. & 
Also it will make it easier for the President tf 
keep the Resettlement Administration alive. Th 
broad authority given him by the terms of the bill 
will enable him to make funds available to this 4- 
gency. 


Housing Situation: The Wagner bill has finally 
been reported out by the Senate Committee and hes 
been much modified in the process. The initial 
appropriation has been reduced from $51 million t 
$10 million and the provision for loans from the 
RFC has been eliminated. About all the measure 
now provides is authority for a bond issue of $15 
million for the first year and $150 million for 
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bond sale 
srants to the projects 


The proceeds of this 
are to be used for making loans and 
sponsored by local housing 
of the bill authorizes 
projects by the Federal agency 
which is to be called the United States Housing 
Authority. No demonstrational projects may be un- 
dertaken, however, that do not conform to the plans 
and nolicies of the localities involved. Impres- 
sion is that the bill will not pass this session. 


authorities. A section 
"demonstrational" 


PLANNING (INCLUDING ZONING) 
LAW AND LEGISLATION 
Prepared By Alfred Bettman 


Act Authorizing Interstate Compacts 
ling or Reducing Stream Pollution: 

Congress has passed end the President has 
simned a joint resolution of Congress (H.J.Res.377) 
givine advance consent of Congress to the New Ing- 
land states and the Ohio Valley states (also in- 
cluding New York), or any two or more of such 
states, "to negotiate and enter into compacts for 
conserving and regulating the flow,lessening flood 
damage, removing sources of pollution of waters 
thereof, or making other public improvements on 
rivers or streams whose drainage basins lie within 
any two or more states." No such compact can be 
binding upon any state until approved by the legis- 
lature of said state. 

The compact clause of the United States Con- 
stitution is coming to be more and more used to 
meet the problems created by the fact that much of 
our planning and construction needs to be upon an 
interstate regional scale, whereas our constitu- 


for Control- 


tional system does not provide for regional gov- 
ernment, construction and administration. This 
calls for cooperative action on the part of the 


Federal Government and the governments of two or 
more states. This resolution is an initial step 
in the direction of creating adequate interstate 
construction, administrative and regulating agen- 
cies andof enacting adequate legislation for deal- 
ing, by means of the cooperative actionof the Fed- 
eral Government and the several states, with the 
pollution problems of the basins of New megland 
rivers and the Ohio River basin. 

The resolution is short and contains nothing 
whatever except the expression of congressional 
consent to the states entering into compacts. The 
contents of the compacts will be for the state com- 
missions and legislatures to decide, and, insofar 
as they will come to involve Federal aid of any 
kind, they will necessarily come to be subject to 
Federal approval. 


The Wagner-Ellenbogen Housing Bill: 
The Wagner-Ellenbogen housing bill has been 
reported out by the Senate Committee with a number 


of amendments inserted by that Committee. That is 
its present stage. 
From the viewpoint of those who believe in 


city and regional planning and are “connected in 


one capacity or another with the planning movement, 
the most serious defectof this housing bill in its 
original form was that it contained no reference 
to city or regional planning and, so far as the 
text disclosed, was written by persons utterly un- 
aware of any relationship between planning and 
housing. Obviously, before the planning of the in- 
dividual project can be intelligently done, there 
is a city or regional planning problem involved in 
the selection of the location of the housing pro- 
ject as well as in its layout. 

This defect has been lessened in the amend- 
ments submitted by the Senate Committee. In that 
portion of the bill which prescribes the standards 
for a housing project, there has now been inserted 
the condition "thet the advice has been sought 
where aveilable, of such planning commission or 
board (created under charter,statute or ordinance) 
as may exist in the locality of the pnroject." 

So thouzh other amendments have somewhat re- 
duced the scope of the housing program contained 
in the bill,from the planning standpoint the above 
cited addition has improved the bill. 

The fact that the proponents of the bill omit- 
ted all reference to city and regional planning in- 
dicates that something needs to be done to make 
housing circles more aware of the vital relation- 
ship of city and regional planning to good housing 
development. 


Resettlement -Administration 
Held Unconstitutional: 

The Township of Frenklin in the County of Sop- 
erset, et al v. Rexford G. Turcwell, Administrator 
Resettlement Administration, et al, in the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District of Colum- 
bia, May 18, 1936. The opinion holds that the Re- 
settlement Administration is not authorized by law 
and that it is attempting to exercise unconstitu- 
tional powers in the purchase of land and in the 
construction ofa model community in Franklin Town- 
ship, New Jersey, to be know as_ the Bound Brook 
Project. Justice Stephens in his dissenting opin- 
ion makes the following statement: 

"I dissent from the viewof the majority that 
the court is warranted at this stageof the case in 
passing upon the constitutional questions and upon 
the cuestion of authority..." 

In a statement to the press, 
well advised that the decision would affect only 
the Bound Brook project and that work would pro- 
ceed on the other Suburban Resettlement projects 
now under construction. 


Bound Brook Project 

















Rexford G. Tug- 





ZONING 


MonroE—Protests of property owners 
in a residential area caused the city council 


recently to. override a recommendation of 
the zoning board of appeals that a funeral 
home be allowed to operate in the area. 
Owners of a nearby apartment house in 
which a beauty parlor was said to have 
been operating in violation of the zoning 
ordinance agreed to have the beauty parlor 
removed if the commission would declare 
the zone strictly residential and thereby 


keep out the funeral home 


MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL REVIEW 
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